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Name Extension Email
Ted Hsuan Yun Chen 5302 tchen28@gmu.edu>
Effective Catalog: 2026-2027
Program Level: Graduate
Program Type: Master's
Degree Type: Master of Science
Title: Environmental Science and Policy, MS
Banner Title: MS Environmental Sci & Policy

Registrar/OAPI Use  Approved
Only — SCHEV
Status

Registrar’s Office
Use Only -
Program Start Term

Registrar/OAPI Use
Only — SCHEV
Letter

Registrar/OAPI Use
Only — SACSCOC
Status
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Concentration(s):

Associated Concentrations

% ety

2 - . Medicine &Pl reattt

Registrar/IRR Use
Only -
Concentration CIP

Code
College/School: College of Science

Department /
Academic Unit:

Environmental Science & Policy

Jointly Owned No
Program?

Is there an
embedded degree
as partofa
program?

Justification

SC-MS-EVSP: Environmental Science and Policy, MS

Registrar's Office Use Only: Concentration
Code

What: Removing some background knowledge requirements for program admission.

Why: These requirements do not reflect the multidisciplinary background of the EVPP graduate

students. The program’s admission selection process already has the appropriate filters for

applicant background.

What: Core options to match PhD core options (with some additional flexibility).

Why: Better integration between Masters and Doctoral program. Closer reflection of course

offerings by department.

What: Non-thesis track added and concentrations removed.

Why: Adding more flexibility for students not intending to pursue academic research careers.

Students not completing a thesis will take an additional course.
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Total Credits Total credits: 30-33 33
Required:

Registrar's Office Use Only - Program Code:
SC-MS-EVSP

Registrar/IRR Use
Only — Program CIP
Code

Admission

Requirements: Ad miSSiOnS

University-wide admissions policies can be found in the Graduate Admissions Policies section of this catalog.

International students and students having earned international degrees should also refer to Admission of

International Students for additional requirements.

Eligibility

Applicants should hold a bachelor's degree from an institution of higher education accredited by a Mason-recognized

U.S. institutional accrediting agency or international equivalent with a GPA of 3.00 in natural or Earth sciences,

engineering, resource planning, environmental studies, or a field that leads to an environmental focus.

Application Requirements

To apply for this program, prospective students should submit the George Mason University Admissions

Application and its required supplemental documentation, and:
e Three letters of recommendation, including at least one from a former professor or, if not available, from
someone with a PhD.
e Statement of interest indicating: Desired concentration, potential areas of environmental focus/research interest,
interactions with potential faculty advisors, and career goals.
e Students choosing the Thesis Track must contact €entact a potential George Mason faculty advisor (appropriate

for research interests). The availability of an advisor in the student's area of interest is a prerequisite for
admission. The advisor will provide a completed Prospective Advisor Form to be included in the admissions
application. More details can be found here.

The GRE is not required for admission into this program.

Program-Specific

Policies: POIiCieS

For policies governing all graduate programs, see AP.6 Graduate Policies.
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Transferring Previous Graduate Credit into this Program

Previously earned and relevant graduate credits may be eligible for transfer into this program; details can be found in

the Credit by Exam or Transfer section of this catalog.

Course Selections

Some program requirements may be fulfilled by completing courses from a variety of academic units at Mason. A
student's course selections should reflect a coherent individual program focus, which is stated and briefly described
in the program of study. Course selections should also support the research component of the student's degree
program (if applicable) and should be developed in close consultation with the supervisory committee. The
supervisory committee approves a coursework program (the program of study) individually for each student.

In special cases, the graduate program director may permit the substitution of an alternative course in place of a
required one.

Supervisory Committee

Students must form a supervisory committee and submit a program of study to the ESP Graduate Office
(espgrad@gmu.edu) for approval within the first 9 credits of coursework or by the end of the second semester,
whichever comes first.

The supervisory committee consists of the advisor and at least two other members, chosen in consultation with the
advisor, and must conform to AP.6.9 Requirements for Master's Degrees.

Degree This is a Green Leaf program.

Requirements: Students should refer to Admissions & Policies for specific policies related to this program.

Students must complete the Core Courses and then choose either the Environmental Science and Public Policy

(Thesis Track) for a total of 30 credits, or the Environmental Science and Public Policy (Non-thesis Track) for a total of

33 credits.

Core Courses

Select at least one course from each of the following categories:

Natural Science 3
EVPP 518 Conservation Biology
EVPP 542 Urban Ecosystems Processes
EVPP 549 Marine Ecology
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EVPP 581 Estuarine and Coastal Ecology
EVPP 607 Fundamentals of Ecology
Policy and Social Science 3
EVPP 530 Evidence-Based Environmental Policymaking
EVPP 534 Food-Energy-Water Nexus
EVPP 642 Environmental Policy
EVPP 670 Environmental Law
EVPP 675 Environmental Planning and Administration
Methods 3
EVPP 585 Quantitative Data Analysis for Environmental Scientists
EVPP 630 Research Design for Environmental Social Scientists
EVPP 651 Multivariate Data Analysis for Ecology and Environmental Science
CONS 560 Statistics and Study Design in Ecology and Conservation
CONS 625 Generalized Linear and Mixed Models in Ecology and Conservation Biology
Transdisciplinarity and Professionalism 3
EVPP 505 Selected Topics in Environmental Science (when the topic is "Career Development
for Environmental Scientists)
Seminar 3
EVPP 692 Master's Seminar in Environmental Science and Public Policy (taken for 1 credit)
EVPP 991 Advanced Seminar in Environmental Science (taken for 2 credits)
Total Credits 15
Thesis or Non-Thesis Tracks
Science-€Courses
Setect3—creditsfromthe-folowing: 3
BVPP-518 €onservationBiotogy
BYPP-6067 FundamentatsofEcotogy
BEYPP648 PoputationEcotogy
StatisticsC
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EVPP-549 MarineEcotogy
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BYPP563 2 €osstatMorphotogyandProcesses
BEYPP566 2 €oratReefEcotogy,Heatth;and-Conservation
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Environmental Science and Public Policy (Thesis Track) €oncentration{EVSP}

https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/courseleaf/approve/ 11/22


https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/science/environmental-policy/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/interdisciplinary-programs-courses/smithsonian-mason-school-conservation/
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20637
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20518
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20619
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20621
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20529
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20530
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20515
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20527
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20560
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20607
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20615
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20620
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20623
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20648
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=GGS%20553

3/18/26, 1:59 PM

Electives

SC-MS-EVSP: Environmental Science and Policy, MS

Complete 8-11 credits of EVPP-prefixed courses.

Research Requirement

Select 4-7 credits from the following:

EVPP 797
EVPP 799

Total Credits

Master's Thesis Proposal

Master's Thesis in Environmental Science and Public Policy

Environmental Science and Public Policy (Non-thesis Track

Environmental Management

EVPP 638
EVPP 677

Natural Science

EVPP 505
EVPP 521
EVPP 536
EVPP 542
EVPP 545
EVPP 549
EVPP 575
EVPP 607

EVPP 646

Corporate Environmental Management and Policy

Applied Ecology and Ecosystem Management

Selected Topics in Environmental Science

Marine Conservation

The Diversity of Fishes

Urban Ecosystems Processes

Principles of Environmental Toxicology

Marine Ecology

Global Biodiversity Governance

Fundamentals of Ecology

Wetland Ecology and Management

Policy and Social Science

EVPP 521
EVPP 530
EVPP 533
EVPP 641
EVPP 642
EVPP 675

PUAD 502

Marine Conservation

Evidence-Based Environmental Policymaking

Energy Policy

Environmental Science and Public Policy

Environmental Policy

Environmental Planning and Administration

Administration in Public and Nonprofit Organizations
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Business Management, Systems Thinking, and Leadership 3
GBUS 613 Financial Reporting and Decision Making
GBUS 623 Marketing Management
GBUS 643 Managerial Finance
GBUS 653 Organizational Behavior
SYST 514 Systems Thinking
SYST 520 System Engineering Design
Total Credits 18
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https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20528
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20677
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20529
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20542
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20545
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20560
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20575
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20610
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20637
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20642
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=EVPP%20651
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=CLIM%20690
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=GGS%20540
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=BIOD%20609
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=COMM%20735
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=GCH%20543
https://workingcatalog.gmu.edu/search/?P=GCH%20604
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NUTR636 = GlobatNutrition

PUAB6368 2 EmergencyPlanningandPreparedness

Retroactive
Requirements
Updates:

Plan of Study:

Program Outcomes
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Additional Program Information

This information is required by the Office of Accreditation and Program Integrity.

Courses offered via
distance (if
applicable):

What is the Face-to-Face Only
primary delivery

format for the

program?

Does any portion of this program occur off-campus?
No

Are you working with a vendor / other collaborators to offer your program?
No

Related
Departments

Could this program prepare students for any type of professional licensure, in
Virginia or elsewhere?

No

Are you adding or removing a licensure component?
No

Additional SCHEV & SACSCOC Information

Is this change a simple retitling of an existing program, with no other changes, to any existing program content,
curriculum requirements, etc?

No

Does this change represent a repackaging of content in an existing approved degree/certificate program at the
same instructional level (i.e., baccalaureate, master's, or doctoral)?

No
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Percentage of total credits containing new course content. ("New course content” is defined by SACSCOC as
content that is not currently included in an existing approved degree/certificate program at the same instructiona
level. Do not exclude gen ed credits in calculations for undergraduate programs.)

25%-49% 6%-24%

Does this change include the addition of a distance education or face-to-face method of delivery for this program:
No
Does this change include the addition of a course/credit-based competency-based education delivery option?

No

Will any additional equipment/facilities be needed?
No

Will any additional faculty be required?

No

Will any additional financial resources be needed?

No

Additional library/learning resources needed?

No

Have you reached out to the Libraries to determine whether there are adequate resources to
support your program? If not, please email Meg Meiman, Associate University Librarian for
Learning, Research, and Engagement at mmeiman2@gmu.edu.

OAPI Use Only — Determination of SACSCOC Impact

Comments or Notes
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Green Leaf Program Designation

Is this a Green Leaf  Yes
program?

Green Leaf Sustainability-focused designation
Designation

Sustainability-focused academic programs require at least one green leaf course. Either that course is itself
sustainability-focused or else the program requires a set of sustainability-related courses with aggregated
substance equivalent to a sustainability-focused course.

Relationship to
Existing Courses

Relationship to
Existing Programs

List sustainability-
focused courses
currently required
in the degree
program:

Does this program cover material which crosses into another department?
No

Additional
Attachments

SCHEV Proposal
Executive Summary

Reviewer
Comments

Additional
Comments

Is this course required of all students in this degree program?

%wi_required.eschtml%

Key: 189
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