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Name Extension Email

Effec�ve Term: Spring 2025

Subject Code: FRSC - Forensic Science Course Number: 418

Bundled Courses:

Is this course replacing another course? No

Equivalent Courses:

Catalog Title: Analy�cal Thinking and Violent Crime Profiling

Banner Title: Analy�cal Criminal Profiling

Will sec�on �tles
vary by semester?

No

Credits: 3

Schedule Type: Lecture

Hours of Lecture or Seminar per
week:

3

Repeatable: May be only taken once for credit, limited to 3
a�empts (N3)

Max Allowable
Credits:
9

Default Grade
Mode:

Undergraduate Regular

Recommended
Prerequisite(s):

Permission of Instructor. Eligibility for registra�on will be determined by the following: a minimum of 30
credits completed in the Natural Sciences Core and 19 credits completed in the Forensic Science Core.
Student shall have consistent high achieving marks in the major with a minimum of a 3.4 major GPA.

Recommended
Corequisite(s):

 

Required
Prerequisite(s) /
Corequisite(s)
(Updates only):

Registrar's Office Use Only - Required Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s):

Mary Ellen O'Toole 703-993-5059 motoole2@gmu.edu

Kimberly Rule 5338 kcarisi
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Registra�on
Restric�ons
(Updates only):

 

Registrar's Office Use Only - Registra�on Restric�ons:

 Field(s) of Study:
Include
Forensic Science Major students only (FRSC) (SCRRMAJ_ONLY_FRSC_MAJOR)

 Class(es):

 Level(s):

 Degree(s):

 School(s):

Catalog
Descrip�on:

This is a course on Analy�cal Thinking in the context of Criminal Inves�ga�ve Analysis (CIA) from a forensic,
and behavioral perspec�ve. CIA is commonly referred to as Profiling. CIA is the behavioral interpreta�on of
a violent crime scene, or series of scenes through the lens of mul�ple crime scene behaviors. During the
course, concepts of Criminal Inves�ga�ve Analysis will be discussed including such topics: vic�mology,
offender risk Level, method of vic�m access, crime scene planning, the presence and absence of forensic
evidence, offender mo�va�on, body disposal, anthropological perspec�ves etc. Subject ma�er experts will
make presenta�ons on a variety of topics relevant to CIA. A wide variety of cases will be discussed
including, both criminal and terrorism cases, and current cases that are being discussed in the media.

Jus�fica�on:
What: Upda�ng course's registra�on restric�ons.
Why: Reduce the restric�ons to allow double majors to enroll.

Does this course cover material which
crosses into another department?

No

And/Or ( Course/Test Code Min Grade/Score Academic Level ) Concurrency?

       

Please:
1. Include Field(s) of Study: Forensic Science
3. Also include all colleges' dual degree codes: Degree(s): LA-BS-DBL, SC-BS-DBL, etc. SC- BS- FRSC (Forensic
Science) majors only
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Will this course be scheduled as a cross-
level cross listed sec�on?

A�ach Syllabus
FRSC 418 Analy�cal Thinking and Violent Crime Profiling Syllabus.pdf

Addi�onal
A�achments

Specialized Course
Categories:

Addi�onal
Comments:

 

Reviewer
Comments

 

Key: 16524

 
Students will learn how to think in a different way – analy�cally/cri�cally. Students will learn how to break
down a case into manageable segments, analyze those segments as a “totality of the circumstances, and
then provide an informed opinion about the crime.

Students will be evaluated on their progression of becoming be�er thinkers in science and in their life as a
whole. Keep in mind, just because students are scien�sts, does not mean they are natural, analy�cal
thinkers.

Students will be expected to prac�ce their new thinking skills both inside and outside of the classroom.

Students will be expected to write and speak analy�cally throughout this course, as well – all of which will
be the basis for their final grade.

Learning Outcomes:
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