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Description (No more than 60 words, use verb phrases and present tense) Notes (List additional information for the course)

Neuroethics explores the implications of developments in basic and
clinical neuroscience on social and ethical issues. This course will
survey emerging questions raised by recent neuroscientific
discoveries on genetic and environmental factors that influence
human behavior, decision-making, personality traits, and mental
states. Grades will be based on article presentation, class
participation, and a final written report.
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FOR ALL COURSES (required)

Course Number and Title: NEUR 612 Neuroethics

Date of Departmental Approval: February 20, 2015

FOR INACTIVATED/REINSTATED COURSES (required if inactivating/reinstating a course)

N/A

FOR MODIFIED COURSES (required if modifying a course)

N/A

FOR NEW COURSES (required if creating a new course)

Reason for the New Course: Core course in the MAIS Neuroethics concentration

Relationship to Existing Programs: The Neuroethics course will constitute a primary course in the Neuroethics
M.S. degree drawing students from CoS and CHSS (neuroscience, psychology, and philosophy).

Relationship to Existing Courses: This new course is a neuroscience centered addition to a series of existing
courses in the area of science ethics. This includes Research Ethics (NEUR605) and Biomedical Ethics (PHIL642).

Semester of Initial Offering: Fall 2015
Proposed Instructors: Nadine Kabbani

Insert Tentative Syllabus Below



NEURG689/PHIL694/PSYC92
Neuroethics and Society Journal Club
Fall 2014
R 3:00-5:45
KRASNOW 2298
INSTRUCTORS: N KABBANI, nkabbani@gmu.edu
Office Hours: R, 1:30-3:00 pm Krasnow Institute, room 233

Course Objectives: Neuroethics is a burgeoning field that explores the implications of new developments in
basic and clinical neuroscience on social and ethical issues. In particular, advances in functional neuroimaging,
psychopharmacology, brain implants and brain-machine interfaces raise important social, legal, ethical and
policy questions. The course will survey emerging ethical questions raised by recent neuroscientific discoveries
on genetic and environmental factors that influence human behavior, decision-making, personality traits,

and mental states.

Text: Neuroethics (An Introduction with Reading) Martha Farah, MIT Press

GRADING

Final grades will be based on article presentation and participation (50%) and a final report (50%). A score of
90 or above generally results in a grade of A or above, 80 or above corresponds to a B or above, and 70 or
above results in C or above. All reports must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described in the
GMU catalog.

August 28: Neuroethics a overview

September 4: Neurocognitive enhancement (Reading 2.1, 2.2, 2.5) (Jim Olds)

September 11: The run on Ritalin (Reading 2.3)

September 18: Memory dampening and blunting (Reading 3.1, 3.3)

September 25: Prozac as a way of life, Alienation (Reading 3.3, 3.4) (Erik Anger)

October 2: Neuroimaging and fMRI in the public eye (Reading 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.6)
(Frank Kruegger)

October 9: Neurobiology of intelligence. Race, behavior, and the brain (Reading 4.2,
4.5)

October 16: Neuroscience and justice (Reading 5.1, 5.2)

October 23: Neurobiology of addiction and state imposed brain intervention (Reading
5.3,5.5)

October 30: Death, unconsciousness, and the brain (Reading 6.1)

November 6: Animal neuroethics (Reading 6.3)

November 13: Digital people (Reading 6.4) (Wilsaan Joiner)

November 20: From neurons to politics (Reading 6.5) (Jim Olds)

November 27: No class, Thanksgiving

December 4: Final Report Due
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