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Course Proposal Submitted to the Curriculum Committee of the College of Science

1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: NEUR 450 Honors Thesis. Proposal

Course Prerequisites:
NEUR 327; 335; PSYC 300 or equivalent statistics course.

Catalog Description:
Work on proposal for thesis based a laboratory or field investigation under the guidance
of a faculty member.

2. COURSE JUSTIFICATION:

Course Objectives:

To generate a thesis proposal in the field of Neuroscience by developing the following skills.

Working with an individual faculty member to learn more in depth about a particular area of Neurosceince,
Evaluating the current literature to determine a viable project.

Writing an thesis proposal with appropriate methods, data analysis and references.

Course Necessity: :

The course will be part of two courses designed to meet the need expressed by both faculty and students for an

Honors program in Neuroscience. The other proposed course is NEUR 451, Honors thesis.

Course, {I‘léilzﬁt.ionship to Existing Programs:

This course will provide an enhanced research experience to students in the Neuroscience program.

Course Relationship to Existing Courses:
__The course will build on information gained in introductory neuroscience courses such as 327 and 335. The

experience will build upon a writing intensive course 401 or 411 (411 is currently being proposed) and will
require understanding of statistical techniques studied in PSYC 300 or equivalent statistics courses.

2. APPROVAL HISTORY:
No previous application has been made.

4. SCHEDULING AND PROPOSED INSTRUCTORS:

Semestér_. of Initial Qffering:



Fall 2013.

Proposed Instructors:

Dr Dan Cox, Dr Jane Flinn, Dr Giorgo Ascoli, any NAC faculty member or faculty member with an interest
in Neuroscience.

5. TENTATIVE SYLLABUS: see attached.



Syllabus

Honors Thesis Proposal, NEUR 450

Students will develop a thesis proposal in conjunction with their advisor. The
thesis committee will consist of three faculty, of whom at least two must be members of
neuroscience advisory committee (NAC) information about which may be found on the
Mason web site. Students will present an oral defence followed by approval of the
written text. Students who have passed the oral defence may have to make changes
before the text is approved. A proposal will normally be 8-10 pages in length, and must
have references in a standard format used in one or more Neuroscience journals. Grading
will be satisfactory/no credit. The Honor Code of George Mason University will be enforced in
this course, It is a student’s responsibility to be familiar with the Honor Code and to abide by it.
Once the thesis proposal is approved students may register for Honors Thesis, NEUR
451.



