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Proposed Program Modifications for MS in Geographic and Cartographic Science

Fall 2015

The purpose of this program modification is to adjust the MS in Geographic and Cartographic Sciences. This
program has been very successful, but we seek to adjust two aspects.

1) Modify Thesis Track to require 15 credits of elective courses from GGS Graduate courses
2) Modify Thesis Track to require 3 credits of GGS 799 (Thesis)

Rationale: We feel our students, generally, benefit much more from the coursework than they do from additional credit
hours spent on thesis work. It also matches the MS in Geoinformatics and Geospatial Intelligence in using 3 credits for
the Thesis. Most of our students already choose this extra coursework option, and it clarifies expectations.

1) Modify Non-Thesis Track to require 24 credits of elective courses from GGS Graduate courses
2) Add Requirement that Non-Thesis Track for GGS 700 (Comprehensive Exam)

Rationale: The GGS 700 course will insure students are going through a standardized system during the course of their

comprehensive exam.

GECA MS Thesis
Current

Core: (12 credits)

GGS 553 (Geographic Information Systems)
GGS 560 (Quantitative Methods)

GGS 579 (Remote Sensing)

GGS 689 (Seminar in Geographic Thought)

Elective Coursework
12-15 credits of 500-799 level coursework

Thesis
3 -6 hours GGS 799

30 credits

GECA MS Non-Thesis
Current

Core: (12 credits)

GGS 553 (Geographic Information Systems)
GGS 560 (Quantitative Methods)

GGS 579 (Remote Sensing)

GGS 689 (Seminar in Geographic Thought)

Elective Coursework
24 credits of 500-799 level coursework

36 credits

GECA MS Thesis
After Proposed Modifications

Core: (12 credits)
GGS 553
GGS 560
GGS 579
GGS 689

Elective Coursework
15 credits of GGS Graduate level coursework

Thesis
3 hours GGS 799

30 credits

GECA MS Non-Thesis
After Proposed Modlifications

Core: (12 credits)
GGS 553
GGS 560
GGS 579
GGS 689

Elective Coursework
24 credits of GGS Graduate level coursework

Comprehensive Exam (1-credit)
GGS 700 (Comprehensive Exam)

37 credits






