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Course Proposal Submitted to the Curriculum Committee of the College of Science

1. COURSE NUMBERAND TITLE:

GGS 700

Course Prerequisites: None, though functionally the requirement is to complete the other course

requirements for the degree

Catalog Description: Preparation and completion for the comprehensive exam within the GGS department.
Instructor should be the chair of the examination committee. The exam committee will specify exam content.

2. COURSE JUSTIFICATION:

Course Objectives: This course will serve four purposes:

1) To document which students are planning on taking the comprehensive exam as the semester starts, and to
establish what professor is the committee chair. This will avoid the current problem of students arriving
mid-semester to professors who have never met them before.

2) To establish a method of documenting quality of their Exam on a student’s record.

3) To formalize both the time involvement (through FTE) and exam chair relationship (by requiring a
particular professor to serve as instructor).

4) To raise the apparent level of difficulty associated with the comprehensive exam with the goal of further
suggesting to students that they complete a thesis-option instead of a comprehensive-exam option.

Course Necessity: Current administration of the comprehensive exam is ad-hoc. This course will formalize

the process and provide structure for the examination.

Course Relationship to Existing Programs: We are integrating it first into our Master’s in Geographic and

Cartographic Sciences. Further implementation may be in our PhD and Master’s in ESS that also utilize a
comprehensive exam.

Course Relationship to Existing Courses: Course is administrative in nature and does not conflict with

existing courses.

3. APPROVAL HISTORY: Initial proposal to GGS — Oct *13;

4. SCHEDULING AND PROPOSED INSTRUCTORS:

Semester of Initial Offering: Fall ‘14

Proposed Instructors: Individualized

5. TENTATIVE SYLLABUS: Individualized section.




