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Course proposal Submitted to the Graduate Council

by
The College of Science

1. COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:
FRSC 513: Forensic Photography

Course Prerequisites: Admitted to Forensic Science Program or permission of instructor.

Catalog Description:

This series of lecture and practical exercises introduces the student to sophisticated crime scene
documentation techniques including photography, digital imaging, use of lighting, and legal issues relating to
images.

2. COURSE JUSTIFICATION:

Course Objectives:

The objectives of this course are to introduce the students to forensic photography techniques and practices.
Students will learn basic and advanced concepts of controlling exposure and lighting and the practice of
determining the geometric properties of objects from photographic images.

Course Necessity:

This course will build on the aspects taught in FRSC 510, Basic Crime Scene Analysis, and FRSC 511,
Advanced Crime Scene Analysis. There are no existing courses in the application of photography to crime
scene analysis and this course will fill that gap.

Course Relationship to Existing Programs:

This will be an elective within the Forensic Science master’s Program.

Course Relationship to Existing Courses:
None

3. APPROVAL HISTORY: N/A

4. SCHEDULING AND PROPOSED INSTRUCTORS:

Semester of Initial Offering: Spring 2011

Proposed Instructors: Emily Rancourt

5. TENTATIVE SYLLABUS: See attached.

FRSC 513



Forensic Photography
Prerequisites: None

Instructor: Emily Rancourt
Office Hours: By appointment

Course Description:
The objectives of this course are to introduce the students to forensic photography techniques and practices.
Students will learn basic and advanced concepts of controlling exposure and lighting and the practice of
determining the geometric properties of objects from photographic images.

Students will work with Digital SLR cameras, tripods, and flash after receiving instructions on the various
techniques and procedures used in crime scene indoor and outdoor documentation.

Lecture Content:
1. History of Forensic Imaging
Composition and Cardinal Rules of Photography
Basic Exposure concepts
Focus, Depth of Field, and Lenses
Concepts and use of Electronic Lighting
Crime Scene Photography
Midterm
Ultraviolet, Infrared, and Fluorescence Lighting
9. Photogrammetry
10. Special Photography Situations
11. Digital Imaging Technologies
12. Digital Image processing of Evidentiary photography
13. Practical Exercise
14. Legal issues related to Photographs and Digital Images
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Homework:
The homework will be in two formats. Photography exercises will be assigned to enhance the lecture classes,
and questions on specific topics will also be assigned.

Project:
Students will be required to conduct a photography project selected by the Instructor.

Exams: The midterm exam will be an in-class, closed book exam that will cover the topics in the previous
weeks lecture. The final will be comprehensive and in the same format.

Grades: 30% Midterm, 30% Final, 20% homework, 20% Project

Required Text:
Crime Scene Photography, 2™ Edition, by Edward Robinson



